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Calendar of Events

September 9-10, Saturday & Sunday.
Swiftwater Rescue Clinic on the Northfork River.
Clinic is limited to 12 OMP instructors. Contact
Dale Dortch at ddpaddler@yahoo.com.

September 14, Thursday. OMP monthly
meeting 7p.m. Springfield Nature Center. Holly
Neill from James River Basin Partnership
reportson this year's successful JRBP River Rescue
event and the status of projects and initiatives that
are raising awareness and improving water quality
in the Ozarks

September 23-24, Saturday & Sunday. Shiver
me timbers, its the second annual Talk Like A
Pirate Float! Find yourself a wench or just shanghai
a land lubber for this float as we celebrate the
knaves of the high seas. Carve the dates into your
calendar now and keep your glass eye glued to the
website for all the particulars!

October 12, Thursday. OMP monthly meeting
7 p.m. Springfield Nature Center. Lori Tack from
Ozark Greenways will update us on new trail
projects underway and on the horizon.

October 7-8, Saturday & Sunday. Siesta Fiesta
Float. You know it's fall when the nights get cool,
the leaves start turning and the Siesta Fiesta float
comes along! The scenic Buffalo River is the
destination this year, tracing the route from Buffalo
Point to Rush. Keep watching the newsletter and
the website for details.

November 9, Thursday. OMP monthly meeting
7 p.m. Springfield Nature Center. Loring Bullard
of the Watershed Committee of the Ozarks will
present a program on the status of the
Committee's Watershed Center, an educational
project intended to be a model for sustainable
development. It's an exciting project that is
expected to be a landmark in water quality

education not only in the Ozarks but also for the
nation!

Dog Days Float on the Bryant
Photo courtesy of Jason Frantz
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President's Corner
By Michelle West

If you are a member of OMP
(and you know you are) this is
your last newsletter unless you
renew your membership. Just a
friendly reminder that everyone’s
membership expires this month!

Monthly OMP floats are back
on! OMP Vice President/Cruise
Director Jason Frantz hosted a
sultry cruise down Bryant Creek
last month. See the trip report
inside this issue for all of the hot
and steamy details!

OMP’s officers are working on the succession plan for
next year and the basic message is “WE WANT YOU.” It
takes a small group of paddlers willing to give a little of their
time to keep this great thing we've got running. If you've
been wanting to get more involved in the club, bring in some
new ideas, get your hands a little dirty and your feet wet, we
would love to have you join the officers’ ranks next year. So,
please step forward—or be the only paddler not to step back!

Seriously, we are looking to fill the following positions: Vice
President & Secretary/Treasurer. If you have an interest or a
skill set that matches one of these positions, contact me or
Jason Frantz (2007 OMP president). We'd love to hear from
you. While I am on the topic, | would like to take this
opportunity to recognize the 2006 OMP officers: Vice
President, Jason Frantz, Secretary/Treasurer Theresa
Owens, Programs/Publicity Officer Jerry Vanarsdall,
Safety/Education Officer Randy Austin, and Conservation
Officer Heather Hoggard. These paddlers have done a
tremendous job leading us through a successful year. And
though the positions of Newsletter Editor and Website
Coordinator are not elected roles, we would be lost without
them, thank you Jeanne Simpson, recently retired Newsletter
Editor after umpteen years of service, new Newsletter
Editor Erin Hutchison, and Sherry Haney, Website
Coordinator.

Happy Paddling!
Michelle

Pun

New and Used Accessories

discounted, too!
Paddles by Seven2,

Aquabound, Pfds, skirts, etc.
All at or near cost!

Call Ty Lewis at 417-676-0081

Trek The Ozarks is closing its doors.

SAVE HUNDREDS on NEW & Used
Wave Sport & Wilderness System Kayaks!

gos, Taropns, Diesels, ZGs, EZGs ... too many to list!
Whitewater, Recreational, Tandems, Touring, Sit-On-Tops

Over 45 to choose from!
Everything must go!

(Want to try a boat out before you buy? No problem,
| have a lake onsite just 15 min South of Springfield.)
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Unnatural Disaster
By Heather Hoggard

I remember putting both hands on it and making a snide
remark that this is a disaster waiting to happen. The concrete
was warm from the spring sunshine and you could feel the
moisture rising from the reservoir and adding to the forest
humidity. I'd just landed a dinosaur rock not far from the
ruins of the mountain. Dinosaur rocks are rare; they form
when molten lava is shot out of the Earth and while airborne
it hardens a bit. Then it plummets to the ground and
splatters to form these oblong balls of color within the
formation. Major pillaging now that | think about it, but a
treasure still to this day. Way cool and way diagnostic.
Dinosaur rocks indicate that there was some serious
movement in our crust out east of us where our highest
point is and where Missouri’s greatest treasures are found.

The Taum Sauk Mountain area of the Saint Francois
Mountains was formed in a volcanic fashion and stood above
ancient seas when the rest of the place was under water. One
of my favorite Missouri treasures is the park with those crazy
round chunks of granite of similar name as my pirated rock.
They are a spectacular site and the historical mine onsite
reminds me of physical human strength, knowledge of our
subsurface, the human spirit, and the limits of technology
during times before ours.

Speaking of strength, knowledge, spirit, technology, and
Missouri treasures; we lost a treasure a while back. Hollowing
out a mountain to power a city to large to support itself
could be regarded as spirit or technology, but not strength or
knowledge. Ah, the expense, the engineering “miracle”, the
audacity of those for, and the stubbornness of those against.
Ever heard about Proffit Mountain? Well every Missourian
should hear it, so here’s a summary.

It started back in 1963. The electric company (how owned
by Ameren UE) desired a self contained, all-in-one
“pumped-storage” hydroelectric plant. The native folks
wanted to keep the mountain as it was and wanted to avoid
problems from such a development. Politics and money later,
it happened. Yep, they went and hollowed out a mountain.
Then they filled the hollowed out mountain with water from
the Black River. That water flowed through a mile-long
tunnel inside the mountain, through turbine-generators, and
into a lower reservoir. When the process was complete, the
turbines pumped the water back up to the “upper” reservoir,
i.e. hollowed out mountain, which sits at 1,590 feet. All dandy
until the morning of December 14, 2005.

Folks, reservoirs (regardless of magnitude or location)
breach, fail, give way. We also know that engines (turbines,
pumps) wear out, lock up, seize, and malfunction. The result
in this case: 1.3 billion gallons of water down a mountainside.
The amount of force that that much water on that slope
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exerts on its surroundings is enough to wipe everything off
of the underlying rock all the way down the mountain:
boulders, human made structures, soil, trees, wildlife. When
that water slows down, it leaves all that behind and keeps on
trucking down the line. A shut-in literally shuts in, naturally
slows down, and impounds. So all that debris was deposited in
a Missouri State Park compliments of an electric generating
company. A flow of that magnitude blows out everything
upstream of a shut-in too. All that water can't all get
“through” the shut-in, so it backs up with similar force. That
force widens the channel during the event. When you have a
wider channel it takes more to fill it and flows decrease year
round. No more natural whirlpools that you and your kiddos
can play in on a hot August day in MO. There’s also less
vegetation to hold onto sediment and there is more sediment
to hold on to, so no more “clear” water over the shut-ins
during normal flow and more abrasion when it does rain,
speeding up the grinding processes at the shut-in. Erosion
eventually results in a flat bedrock riverbed and causes
cave-ins of the “gravy” bowl formed from the resistant rock
of the shut-in. Reservoir failure = shut-in changes.

There are many ways to calculate a disaster. Most folks see
it through eyes of human population decreases and property
damage. Some calculate it as trees lost; soil removed and
redistributed; stream bank, bed, flora, fauna, and flow forever
altered; Missouri treasures lost; historical sites gone. The
Johnson's Shut-Ins disaster spared an entire family that cared
for and lived in the Park and spared the lives of those that
happened to be crossing bridges at that time. Human induced,
humans spared, still a disaster.

This angers me and breaks my heart, I'm just now able to
type about it; Johnson’s Shut-Ins will never be the same.

Here's a quote via our Newsleader and made by our
Department of Natural Resources Sue Holst, “We can't ever
restore it to the way it looked before. The Park is different
than before. The trees are gone. There’s sand and boulders.
The stream is different.”

Dinosaur rocks are diagnostic in reference to our Earth’s
activities before our upright selves were around. What
diagnoses will those after us make when unearthing all of
Missouri’s treasures and then coming upon this hollowed out
mountain that provided 42 years of energy to a human
population that can’t support itself without this destruction?

For more information:
http://www.mostateparks.com/jshutins/boulderfield.pdf
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