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Calendar of Events

November 9, Thursday. OMP monthly meeting
7 p.m. Springfield Nature Center. Loring Bullard
of the Watershed Committee of the Ozarks will
present a program on the status of the
Committee's Watershed Center, an educational
project intended to be a model for sustainable
development. It's an exciting project that is
expected to be a landmark in water quality
education not only in the Ozarks but also for the
nation!

November 25, Saturday. Pack up the
Thanksgiving leftovers and join us for a day float
on the James River. Put in details tha, contact
Michelle West at mwestcomm@yahoo.com or
379-3679 to RSVP. RSVP by Nov 18.

December 14, No meeting, instead join us at
Ed McClung's for the OMP Holiday Party,
December 16.

December 16, Saturday. Ed McClung will host
this year's OMP Holiday Party, directions and more
information in next month's newsletter.
December 23 & 24, Saturday and Sunday.
Christmas float hosted by Mike and Jeanne
Simpson. Enjoy the peaceful quiet of the river on
the Christmas float. Leave the mall and the noise
behind. More details in the December newsletter.
For more information, call Mike or Jeanne
Simpson, 863-9848 or email design@mchsi.com.

Pagel  www.ozarkmtnpaddlers.org




President's Corner
By Michelle West

Hasn't the fall color been great? | While the transition between website coordinators is taking
had to make a trip to Branson for place, we'll be experimenting with a new forum board, so head
work mid-October and 1 was to www.ozarkmtnpaddlers.com to check it out.
absolutely stunned. I must have It’s also time for a changing of the guard in your club leader-
hit it at the precise moment it ship. At this month’s meeting, we'll be voting on new officers
peaked  because the  view to carry the club through 2007, | encourage you to attend to
(particularly along the Ozark cast your vote and show your support for the incoming crew.
Mountain Highroad) was
spectacular. Happy paddling!

While we make a visible transi- Michelle

tion through the season, some

changes are on the way for the

club as well. After several years

of maintaining the OMP website, Sherry Haney is handing
over the reins to a new website coordinator, Angela Frantz.
Sherry has spent a tremendous amount of time making sure
our site is in order and updated and she’s done a fabulous job
of it. Thank you, Sherry! And thank you Angela for taking on
this new responsibility.

Call Ty Lewis at 417-676-0081

Trek The Ozarks is closing its doors.

SAVE HUNDREDS on NEW & Used

Wave Sport & Wilderness System Kayaks!

Pun

gos, Taropns, Diesels, ZGs, EZGs ... too many to list!
Whitewater, Recreational, Tandems, Touring, Sit-On-Tops

New and Used Accessories

discounted, too! Over 45 to choose from!

Paddles by Seven2,

Aquabound, Pfds, skirts, etc. EVe |"Yt h i n g m 8| St gO!

All at or near cost!

(Want to try a boat out before you buy? No problem,

| have a lake onsite just 15 min South of Springfield.)
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From the Book of Suburbia
By Heather Hoggard

While being totally uninspired to right much of anything that
doesn't start with the identification of a method being used, |
had a spark from this editorial regarding population. I don't
know why | read those things on occasion. Perhaps it's those
catchy titles, NOT. Anyway, | read this thing and it pointed out
that in just 39 years we've added 100 million new residents to
our Country. Then another article broke it down into what
population dynamics are contributing to this addition. I'd typed
up an entire page on this distribution and then reread it and
decided that my tones were very obvious and perhaps off color
and might not be the predominant tone that makes OMP music,
so | deleted that page and went in this direction instead.

Does the addition of the human animal equal increased
resource depletion? Not directly. What I mean is that just
because you've got more users does not mean that there will be
a net reduction. If we are talking about the air resource, yes,
more animals breathing, more air used/polluted. But if those
animals plant some green stuff then their breathing can be
offset in the air market. Moving on to the water resource, yes,
more animals drinking, washing, and pooing, more water used.
If we have wet years for the rest of that animals life, well then
no harm right? Quantity wise, maybe no harm, quality wise, yep,
harm. That wastewater generally goes back into our streams.
There are, of course, tons of other resources in which | could
elaborate, but I'll keep it simple, it's Friday. My point is that the
issues do not arise just from the numbers. The issues come
from how that animal contributes to society and her/his
environment, like planting green stuff and being mindful of
resource usage. The issues also stem from where that animal
resides. 1 won't preach to the choir about environmental
responsibility, but I will preach a little suburbia gospel. Put your
hands together now and give me a heartfelt “Suburbia!” Thank
ya people, praise the environment! Please turn to page 69 in
your hymnals and let me hear your voices sing The Coke Song. “
I'd like to buy theworld a ....”

Ok, seriously, you've got the folks that live and work
downtown, you've got the folks that live on 20 acres and 35
minutes away from their employers office, and you've got
everyone else in between like the suburbanites that are 15
minutes from work. Now this is a topic that me and a planning
professor of mine could never quite agree on. Shocker. Actually
we agreed on all other things, so hey, one topic isn’'t so bad. This
is painful for me, just so you know, but those that live and work
in the downtown area are better protectors of the environment
than I am. Ouch. Those that live where they work and play use
less of most of our natural resources. They still breathe though
and they still wash clothes and poo and all that, so don't bring
the pedestal out just yet. Living on 10 acres that used to be
farmland or in a subdivision in Ozark while your employers
office is located in Springfield is contributing to suburban
sprawl. Sprawl is not efficient.

Why is the desire to live in a big house on a big plot of land
or a big house with a park and pool and cul-de-sac a bad thing?

Conservation Corner

I personally see it as the bow on the American dream package.
For me, no sirens, no brat kids, no stupid dogs, a treed place to
roam, and a place to surround myself with all that is me without
having to be nice on the elevator before | get there is an ideal
situation. Now, | know that that is very homogenous, selfish,
and reclusive, but hey, that's me on my down time. I won't
apologize. Regardless of the social ills that my lifestyle produces,
my bow uses more resources than the whole downtown
package. Sprawl contributes to increased resource usage. The
vehicles for each member of the family, justified because
everyone is going in opposite directions, use more resources of
the foreign kind versus those walking or riding their bikes to
work. The houses in the suburbs are larger; more energy is used
to run those houses. The number of folks per big house in
these areas is smaller, so the resources used are for fewer people
gaining from that usage. These suburban developments
generally replace greenspace or are built on the banks of a
desirable natural feature, i.e. Terrell Creek, and these
developments generally contribute to the degradation of surface
waters in the area. Infrastructure does not exist in these areas, so
it has to be constructed. And then there are those pretty green
yards. Etc, etc, etc. All of these issues are debatable and are
debated. Ask that professor of mine! There are good and bad
points with all living environments, so there.

So assume suburban sprawl is bad. Who'’s to blame for this
monstrosity? Where did the subdivision come from? Why is
that desirable to so many of us? What originated sprawl? I'll
take a short cut to explain the origin of suburban sprawl by
using something that I wrote when | was H2 for the first time.
“When 11 million veterans came home to the USA after WW. 11
they had no place to raise their families. The housing shortage
of the time made renting a home just as hard as owning a
home. Housing policy called for the inclusion of a basement in
the house design. (H2 for the second time here, this means that
you couldn’t go lifting houses up off their foundations in the
city, dig a basement in the existing infrastructure, and then plop
your house back down on the basement. Well unless you lived
on The Hill in St Loui. So, it was easier to move out of the
cities with the codes of the time. Back to H2 the first...) With
the need of housing with basements for the veterans came the
governments answer. The government and builders worked
together to provide a no interest, no money down situation for
the veterans out of respect. And zoning laws were changed to
accommodate this move out of the cities.” So there ya go,
planning history 101. Mr, Levitt, the Ford of the architectural
realm, produced housing in mass quantities for Levitt Town and
he never looked back. The nematode infestion on the farmer’s
potato fields at that time and fear of condemnation of that land
helped the government pay low prices for farmland. You got
your land, your loan, your builder, and a dream. Hey, home
ownership for the non-privileged and you could watch the
~ Continued on page 4
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Siesta Fiesta
By Joe Hooper

The Siesta Fiesta float trip was held Oct 7 and 8 on the Buffalo
Point to Rush section on the Buffalo River. We had between 32
and 36 attendees; | couldn’t come up with the same head count
twice. Also Chief, Gracie, Abram, BJ, Poco and Polly rounded
out the dog contingent. We also had a visitor from Florida, Joe
Von Waldner; he may hold the record for traveling the longest
distance to attend the SF. Saturday morning was very near to
chilly, but by the time we put on the river it had warmed up
nicely. The river level was low but not as low as some trips we
have taken on that stretch.

We made our way down to the ceremonial Siesta Fiesta
gravel bar at Toney Bend around 4 PM under clear blue skies.
Once there, tables were set up for pre dinner snacking, lots of
chips and some home made salsas and guacamole, along with
smoked oysters and crackers and lots of other goodies. We got
the grill going and Mike Camping made sure the chicken and
steaks were cooked to perfection. Everyone got their fill but
saved room for Carol’s carrot cake and pastel magico, Jeanne’s
famous magic cake, which she cooked that evening in a Dutch
oven.

After dinner and desert, the musically gifted broke out their
guitars, harmonicas and voices and sang lots of old campfire
favorites and a few new ones also. Marc Graham did not let us
down in the campfire department either. The fire was a popu-

lar place to be for those that didn’t pack enough warm clothes.

Trip Report

Some folks headed for their tents and others stayed up a little
later enjoying the good company.

Morning came with lots of fog, but not as cold as the day
before. Ed McClung mast have made 15 pots of coffee, he had
three pots going all the time it seemed. Before too long the
breakfast crew, under the direction of Juan Forkner, had break-
fast cooking. Migas for every body! After breakfast a few of
the folks began loading up boats and heading down stream,
while the rest of us enjoyed the sunny morning loafing on the
gravel bar.

We christened Lean’s new boat before we eventually got
moving and made it nearly a half-mile before we stopped at the
gravel bar across from a big stair step bluff with a good swim-
ming hole. The water was too cold for me to stay in very long
but some were able to get in a good dip. We got moving again
and made it to the take out at Rush around 3 PM or so. We got
boats and gear loaded and several of us stopped at the Front
Porch restaurant in Yellville and had some more food. It was a
great time with a great bunch of people. And for once there
were just as many Joe’s as there were Mike’s!

Thanks to Jeanne for organizing the menu, to Mike for
manning the grill, Jennifer and Dave for slicing all the meat,
Juan for fabulous Migas and to everyone for bringing all the
side dishes and for pitching in to do what needed to be done.

~ Continued from page 3
progress while picking out your new washing machine! Dude,
that's so America.

So it’s the evil veterans, government, and builders that
have been and will continue be the downfall of our
environment! Ya, right. There are many steps that each one
of us take on a daily basis because of that social and
environmental conscience that has been instilled in us from
those that came before us, or from those that we've had the
pleasure of knowing along the way, that can help offset
natural resource usage. My thoughts about our future
regarding all these human animals around? Be one of those
people that instill social and environmental conscience by
example. Go to your neighborhood meetings and request
that the pool not be refilled every week. Call an agronomist
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and ask for a presentation on how to plant native vegetation
in yards in a suburban setting. Don't fertilize grass; down
with the drug dependent rugs! Plant trees. Meet with the
builder and refuse to have a sprinkler system in your yard,
discuss materials used in the construction of your house,
request a redirection of the rainwater off of your roof to
something that needs it. Have a neighborhood garden. Don't
feed the deer. Carpool and have gigantic neighborhood
garage sales (your trash, someone else’s treasure, plus you
meet the craziest people that definitely don’t live in your
subdivision!). Do all of this and more while your bambino is
right next to ya. Hell, grab someone else’s too and set a good
example in an effort to offset natural resource depletion
now and later.







